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Excerpt: 1. It is indeed always worth while to portray the illustrious lives of the saints, that they may serve as a mirror and an example, and give, as it
were, a relish to the life of men on earth. For by this means in some sort they live among us, even aDer death, and many of those who are dead
while they live are challenged and recalled by them to true life. But now especially is there need for it because holiness is rare, and it is plain that
our age is lacking in men. So greatly, in truth, do we perceive that lack to have increased in our day that none can doubt that we are smitten by that
saying, Because iniquity shall abound the love of many shall wax cold; and, as I suppose, he has come or is at hand of whom it is written, Want shall
go before his face. If I mistake not, Antichrist is he whom famine and sterility of all good both precedes and accompanies. Whether therefore it is the
herald of one now present or the harbinger of one who shall come immediately, the want is evident. I speak not of the crowd, I speak not of the vile
multitude of the children of this world: I would have you liD up your eyes upon the very pillars of the Church. Whom can you show me, even of the
number of those who seem to be given for a light to the Gentiles, that in his loDy station is not rather a smoking wick than a blazing lamp? And, says
One, if the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that...
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